
Overview of CMAQ Procedure 

 
Background Congestion Mitigation & Air Quality Improvement (CMAQ) is a federal 

program administered by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). 
CMAQ was initially authorized as part of the Intermodal Surface 
Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA).  The program continued 
under subsequent surface transportation funding programs such as the 
Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (MAP-21).  Fixing 
America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act is the latest federal surface 
transportation infrastructure planning and investment funding to 
authorize CMAQ, which was signed into law in 2015.  

 
 The CMAQ program provides funding to state and local governments for 

transportation projects and programs to help meet the requirements of 
the Clean Air Act.  CMAQ funding is available to reduce congestion and 
improve air quality for areas that do not meet the national ambient air 
quality standards (NAAQS) for ozone, carbon monoxide or particulate 
matter, referred to as nonattainment areas, and for former 
nonattainment areas that are now in compliance (maintenance areas).  
In North Carolina, there are 24 counties currently eligible for CMAQ 
funding.   

 
CMAQ Eligible 
Counties 

 
Cabarrus Edgecombe Haywood* Orange 
Catawba Forsyth Iredell* Person 

Chatham* Franklin Johnston Rowan 
Davidson Gaston Lincoln Swain* 

Davie Granville Mecklenburg Union 
Durham Guilford Nash Wake 

  
Counties marked with an asterisk (*) are only partially designated 
nonattainment or maintenance.  CMAQ projects within these counties 
must be within the nonattainment or maintenance portion of the 
county. 

Continued on next page 



Overview of CMAQ Procedure, Continued 

 
Procedure  The following outlines the procedure for the CMAQ process. 

 
  The NC Department of Transportation (NCDOT) Transportation 

Planning Division (TPD) issues a call for projects. 
 CMAQ applications can be submitted on-line via the NCDOT Connect 

site at 
https://connect.ncdot.gov/projects/planning/Pages/CongestionMitigationAirQ
ualityNC.aspx 

 Applicants will use the CMAQ Emissions Calculator Toolkit (Excel 
based) developed by FHWA for CMAQ application emissions.  The 
CMAQ Emissions Calculator Toolkit is located via the FHWA website 
at https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air_quality/cmaq/toolkit/ 

 Once CMAQ project applications are received, the projects are vetted 
to determine if they are eligible for CMAQ funding 
 To determine eligibility of the CMAQ projects, an interagency review 

is conducted by a representative from each of the following 
agencies: 
 the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),  
 the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA),  
 the Division of Air Quality (DAQ) and  
 the Federal Transit Authority (FTA) 

 If the CMAQ project is deemed eligible, TPD issues an award letter to 
the recipient 

 Upon receiving the award letter, the recipient has 6 months to 
establish a contract with NCDOT for the CMAQ project   
 If a contract is not established within the allotted 6 months, the 

CMAQ award may be rescinded 
 The CMAQ award recipient submits a quarterly report (standardized 

report provided by TPD) on the progress of the project and funds 
expended during the quarter to TPD 
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Example of CMAQ Application 

 
 



 
 
 



 



Example of CMAQ Award Letter 
 
 

 
MEMORANDUM 
  
To:  Chris Lukasina 
 Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 
 
 Aaron Cain 
 Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro Metropolitan Planning Organization 
 
From: Jamal Alavi, PE, CPM      Jamal Alavi 
 Director, Transportation Planning Division 
 
Subject: CMAQ Project Award for FFY 2020 

 
Thank you for submitting a project proposal for funding through the North Carolina CMAQ 
Program.  The Transportation Planning Division is pleased to inform you that the following 
project has completed the required interagency review and has been awarded CMAQ 
funding:  
 

STIP 
Number 

Description Phase CMAQ 
Funding 

Local 
Match 

Total 
Funding 

FFY 

C-5604SA TJCOG: Triangle Transportation 
Demand Management: 
TDM to reduce VMT 

IMP $678,976 $169,744 $848,720 2020 

C-5605 TJCOG: Triangle Transportation 
Demand Management: 
TDM to reduce VMT 

IMP $554,851 $138,713 $693,564 2020 

  TOTAL $1,233,827 $308,457 $1,542,284  
 
Please notify the requesting local government agency (LGA) of the approved project 
within their jurisdiction and inform the LGA that they are responsible for initiating the 
local agreement with the NCDOT Local Program Management Office (LPMO) to begin 
project implementation.  In order to implement approved projects, the LGA will need to 
request a local project agreement through the NCDOT Local Projects Management Tool as 
soon as possible for projects to begin in FFY 2020. 
 
Please provide the attached document containing instructions for this request to each 
LGA who has been awarded a CMAQ project.  Please note that projects that are not 
implemented according to the approved schedule may be subject to cancellation. 
 
If you have any questions about the CMAQ program or the project that has been awarded 
funding, please contact Jamal Alavi, PE, CPM by telephone at 919-707-0901 or by email at 
jalavi@ncdot.gov. 
 
cc:  Travis Marshall, PE, Transportation Planning Division 
 Marta Matthews, Local Programs Management Office  

Gretchen Vetter, Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 


